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~ BOATTESTNO. 343
TEMPEST 44

Caution: This boat could be X-
rated. Use by anyone under 18
‘years of age would be a waste.

BY RICHARD THIEL
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chor windlass, completely controllable from the helm; a pro-
grammable cabin lock; a remote-controlled searchlight for the
well-dressed radar arch; a fold-down “Jeep” windscreen that
can be raised for wind and spray protection; a transom shower
to keep icky salt off the girls on the settee; and dual shore-pow-
er plugs (one on either side) with selector switch so those ugly
yellow cords won’t be snaked all over the deck.

As you can see, although the base price of thé Riviera with
3208TAs is a mere $205,000, the real bottom line is likely to be
closer to $260,000.

The interior? Well, to be kind, it’s high-tech/modern. To be
‘more frank, it’s glitzy. Lots of mirrors, smoked lexan, and indi-
rect lighting. Good accommodations, though, with a spacious
V-berth right forward, circular settee in the dining area that
also makes into a big berth, galley to starboard, and head to
port with non-optional bidet. (Nice to see something is stan-
dard.) A Pioneer AM/FM casette stereo is standard, with
speakers in both cabin and cockpit controlled by a fader
switch. Towels, crystal and sliver are also standard.

Nobody will ever confuse the interior of the Tempest 44
with that of a Hatteras, but then they’re in different spheres.
Let’s face it; the 44 is made to haul off somewhere in lots of
style with lots of comfort and lots of speed, tie up, and dis-
charge passengers for the nearest Hilton. Any use belowdecks
is likely to be confined to extracting liquid from the Norcold
fridge and making quick snacks. Among other things.

If the Tempest 44 were a car, it would be a Mercedes Benz
500 SEC. Stylish with a capital “'S” and luxurious. The optimal
way to get from here to there in speed and comfort. Not de-
signed for family outings or trips to the corner. Overbuilt with
a vengeance. Reliable and fuel efficient. And great for picking
up chicks.

Perfect for us adults. J,
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