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s THE TeEMPEST 60 HARDTOR DRIFTED, | HAMMERED

Tempest 60: You buy. You fly.
BY Eric CoLBy

SURFACE EFFECT. Unlike Ameson surface drves, which are

the throttles. Whoosh! What a surprise! | had  mmmable and wed for steering, T-Torques are fixed. The

expected the boat wo struggle to ger on plane with
its bow pointed toward the moon. Instead, the bow barely
rose and | never lost sight of the water ahead. Why the big

surprise? The 60 Hardtop is
equipped with surface drives,
which are notorious for drag-
ging down sterns as they hght
w get on plane. This big silver
missile planed without trim
tabs and charged to a top speed
of 56 mph. Even when the 60}
Hardtop moved along at 1200
rpm, the ride angle measured
only five d:'].:!'r.‘l.‘s

The ability to plane without
the assistance of rim tabs is
only one of the surface—drive
myths the 60 Hardiop de-
bunks. Another? Surface-drive-
cqul[_‘lpcd boats are difficult to
maneuver around the docks
Again, untrue here. When |
I1|.|]|rr.l out of the '||.|]1. the 610
Hardtop responded o all direc
tonal changes as 1 drove 1t tank
style wath only the gear shifis. |
never touched the bow thruster,

Meed more? There's the
noton thar surface drives sock
out past the transom with their
props just waiting to chop you
up after a swim or bend a blade
against a piling or dock
Because the 60 Hardwop 15 de
signed exclusively for the
T-Torque drives, the hull has a
3-by-3" notch in the aft sec-
non of the borom that extends
over and past the propellers
and rudders. If you back into a
dock, the boat, not the rudders,
sbsorbs the hit, Forward of this
notch, the bottom 18 a conven
tonal deep-V wath four strakes
and a wide chine
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A hardtop and a soft interior mean pear-noend boatig,
.Il.rl:' el 56.0 H:Ir'.fl

waat steers with a rudder, and the shafis maintain a six-degree
angle, To help seabilize the boats longitudinal center of gravity
just ahiead of the motors, there are twin S00-gallon fuel anks

equipped with an equalizer to
ensure that each tank has the
same amount of diesel. Having
the fuel centered here rather
than in long tanks that extend
into the bow means the locaton
af the load hardly changes.
Efficiency is a surface-drive
buzzword. With half of the props
Spanming out of the water, the
engines are under les load. The
result? Speeeed While our test
boat’s S6-mph top end s note-
worthy, if you back off to a crus-
ing rpm of 2100, it sall runs an
outstanding 51.3 mph.
Sporting a pair of Arneson
drives, Pershing’s 65-footer runs
47 mph on a pair of 1400-bhp
CAT 3412s. The Pershing does
not have a hardrop; imstead, it has
a retractable soft wp. The boat
retails for $2.1 milhon, Sea Ry’
63 Sundancer s available wath an
optional hardiop ($42,500) and
with twmn CAT 34125 and Arne-
som drives, it retails for $2.1 nul-
lion and gives the 60 Hardtop a
run for s ey at 52 I1![1h
Some surface drives create
more noise than conventional
inboands because their props spin
partually out of the warter. To
combat that, in the T-Torgque svs-
tem, the shafts spin in 4% cutlss
bearings that absorb vibratoms.
At the 60 Hardtops helm, the
decibel level never exceeded B3
dB-A. In the cabin, the sound
output was a peaceful 73 dB-A
with the door closed
Your learmng curve aboard
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the 60 Hardtop wall be brief. I3
an casy boat to handle. The feel-
ing at the wheel is lighter than
that of 4 standard propellered
vachr of the same size, This 15 due
to the 6} Hardtop’s speed and
ability 1o nde more like a per-
formance hull with the water
breaking farther aft. I put the 6l
Hardtop through sweeping sla-
lom turns and it responded well,
transtioning smoothly from side
to side.

STRUT YOUR STUFF. The most
unique element of this drive sys-
tem is a T-shaped mount for the
rudders made of 3161 stainless
steel. The base of the “T™ bolts to
the mansom and the horizontal
top is bolted in place beneath the
hull overhang with a rudder
hanging off of each end. Within
the “T" are all the hydraulic
hoses, protected from the ele-
ments, Separate stainless-steel
struts support the propshafts.
Above the hull overhang, the
steps that lead to the cockpnt
fromn the swim platform raise to
reveal a tender locker, But you'll
need a crane w get a tender in
here {a $10,000 option along
with a cradle).

In the 60 Hardtop’s engine
compartment, the big CAT
diesels are installed on huge, -
beam-style mounts that cover
and bolt through the stringers.
Aft, the fuel/water separators are
easy to get to, and the batteries
are protected in aluminum dia-
mond-plate boxes. Wiring is
neatly routed and well support-
ed. This boat can take serious
abarse: It has mansverse frames or
supports every two feet. Stningers
n the engine compartment arc
formed our of glas-encapsulated
murine plywood. Forward of the
engine mom, stringers are mace
trom Balek balsa,
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STAMDARD POWER: Twin 1.250-
bihg Caterpillar 3412 indine-8
diesel inboard surface drives.
OPTIONAL POWER: Twin dipsoel
Inboants up to 2,500 bhp ol

TEST BOAT POWER: Twin 1250
bhp Caterpillar 3412 indine8
diesed with T-Torque surface
drives with 1,848 cid, 5.4" boee
K 6.0" atroks, swinging fvebiad

Tempest builds the 60 Hardrop with a sold fiberglass bot-
tom, closed-cell foam in the hullkides, and bala coring i the
deck. Kevlar is used to reinforce high-sress areas and o hghi-
en things up, a big consideranon when you factor in the

weight of the 6,(00-pound top.

LOW BRIDGE. One thing to consider with this boat & s
height—you're going 1o be waiting for lots of bridges. The
clearance on the 60 Hardtop 5 19, compared to 128" for the
Sea Ray and just under 17 for the Pershing, Within the con-
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STAMDARD EQUIPMENT (maar
iems; Anchor and windiass; 55
trim taba; sea sirainers; ss
Iewrails; bow, slerm and spring
choats; fender cleats: naviga-
Tion lights; ransom shower,
fuel/waler separalors; micio-

guishers; auto, Halon system;
compass; Tuel Eauge;
Caterpillsr ECM system; high
bilge water alarm; 2 hourme-
lers; irim Ak ndcaTors; water
t@nk gauge; contaminated fusl
wlarrm; 15kW AC/DC distribu-
tion panel; 10 heavyduly bat
teries: battery chargers; 12
bige pumps; S0-amp dockside
power; I homs: cablomasier
with 50°' shorepower cable;
walns hialed] Dowes Slearning:
a/c; convertible dinette; 2
entertalnment centers w,/'TV,
VCR, and DVD; retroctable fat-
mormin TV, wethar.

fines of the hardtop, the boat
belies is almost military-looking
appearance with a wraparound
lounge, retractable 42" Sony TV,
and a full entertainment center
with VCR, DVD plaver, and
stereo. Beneath the driver’s seat
& a refrigerator.

The two seats at the helm are
air-suspension models more
commonly found on trucks.
Getting to the copilots seat s a
tight squeeze; the cabinet on
which it’s installed is wo close w
the steering wheel. At the helm,
all engine functions are moni-
tored by the Caterpillar ECM
digital information system. The
helm albso features a radar/chart-
plotter, an autopilot, and a mim
gaugge for the tabs. To starboard, a
momtor displays the closed-cir-
cuit camera that you can use to
look aft while docking or to
check the fuel level or the engine
compartment. The aft cockpit
door has a small window on top,
but I'd prefer it to be full-length
glass. Lose your closed-circuit
camera and you're blind.

In the aft cockpit stretch out
on the recessed sunlounge with a
raised headrest. The base of the
lounge contains a large stowage
locker thar also leads down o the
engine compartment. Indoor
comiort is provided belowdecks,
including the aft master cabin
with a double berth, plenty of
stowage, a TV/VCR, and a
sterea. A full b and shower
highlight the master head, which
also includes a vacoum-flush
toilet, and a vanity with sink.

The salon has 4 horseshoe-
shaped lounge and a table that
lowers to create a berth. To port,
the aft entertinment center fea-
tures a TV and VCR. The galley’s
Corian countertop should be
fiddled to contain spills. There is

a three-burner stove and a

mucrowave; twin refrigerators offer excellent cold stowage,
The dishwater and stainless-steel sinks make for easy cleanups.

The forwand cabin on our test boat was set up for kids wth
twin bunks and stowage, but it can be kid out as another
full cabin. Either way, it sports a fully equipped head. &

LAST WORD. Hand, fast, and beau...uh, unique. This boat
will turn heads—guaranteed. For more information, contact:
Tempest Yachts of Flonida, Dept. B, 1333 NE 188th St,, Aventuna,
FL 33180, 305/ TOS-NKE, wnenic tevmpestyachis.com.



