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Tempest 42: A diesel-po

5pi:rrt yacht that's ready to ﬂy.

BY SHAW McCUTCHEON

IT'S UNUSUAL TO find a
boat that has something
truly distinctive about it.
We see, of course, a lot of
boats that are slightly dif-
ferent from the rest, and
we often note styling fea-
tures specific toa company.
But it's difficult to find
something as important as,
say, a drive system, that is
particular to one, and only
0N, COmpany.

So here we have Tempest
Marine, a builder of Euro-
pean-style sportboats and
motoryachts located at the
dead end of North Miami's
188th street (right across
from Cigarette and down
the block from Magnum
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and Apache)that has devel-
oped the T-Torque. This
surface-piercing-propeller
drive system was mounted
on our test boat—a 42°
Sport Yacht powered by
twin 412-hp Caterpillar
3208TA diesels that pro-
pelled it to 41.5 mph at
WOT. And you won't find a
T-Torque drive anywhere
else in American boating.
Tempest jealously guards
the design from compaeti-
tors (the prop size and piteh
are classified), forit's what
has piven the company a ge-
cureniche in the specialized
strata of the big-sporthoat
builders.,

This niche is small in-

deed. But if there is any
boat that epitomizes the
Tempest approach, it is this
42, which combines the T-
Torque, a deep-¥ hull for
true offshore perfor-
mance, diesels for range
and reliability, and & 12'6°
beam that provides more
belowdecks than an B-wide
performance boat, but
more speed than a main-
stream sport cruiser with a
beam of up to 15°,
Looking back at the
sport cruisers we've tested
over the past few years, the
42 iz guite different from
all of thermn, yet has some-
thing in common with each,
It has the Burc-styling and

BEAT THE CLOGCK - Witk
the rooster tadl fsriiag ot
af WOT, owr Tempasd 42,
prerared by bwin Cat
JTOATA cissais, il

A 1.5 g Al ithis speed,
the 42 rangs I8 &l
presaive 259 n miles.

EUROPEAN TRADITION—
Tha 42 wad desigrad for
thoss wio wanl o snler-
tein above and below-
decks. Lot of lscquer, of
CodArE i, annd with & @ of
haadroam, Fou'll never
coriglaky of feck BpESME.
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forward-facing radar
arch of the Sunsecker
Martinique; the sporty,
Med-style cockpit of the
Sea Ray 370 Sun Sport;
and the belowdeck luxu-
ry and headroom of &

PROPULSION AND PERFORMANCE
Tempest 42 Sport Yacht

Standard power: bwin Caterpdlar Z208TA V-8 cesal inboards
Optional power: lwe Datreit Drgsd 607 Sasel riboards

most ather performance
boats,

Tranamissions are &
ther Twin Dise or All-
gomn, depending on the
engine used. Tempest
also installs a special
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pest purchased in [taly
and modified in Florida.
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designer, was to baild &
4Z-footer with superior

performance (there are

The V-bottom was shar-

pened to 21 '/, degrees,

no protrusions such as
struts t3 slow the boat

the hull and deck were
strengthened and thein-  afsfl—

terior restyled to suit

American tastes. But

the superb ltalian cock-  ={=

down), easy mainte-
nance (no more than o
conventional inboard

drive), and great shal-
low-water capability
(just 210" of draft for

pit arrangement re-
mains—a huge circular

sunpad with a curva- i !

ceous bench seat to -
match.
The guy who buys the

42 gets asolid boat—
saving weight was not a
high priority. The interi-
or seems larger than it
should (6'8* headroom)
and s capable of sleep-
ing four very comfort-

ably or can entertain a

this 19,000-pounder).
And build it they did.
The 42 has fulﬁl]l&*i'j ﬂ;ﬂ
purpose so successfully
that the U.5. Coast
Guard uses it as an in-
terceptor boat.

Tempest Moves
S0 how well does the
42 parform? Although it
takes a moment for it to
getup on plane—a char-

party of six to eight rev- acteristic common Lo
elers belowdecks dur- LOA " boats with surfacing
ing a storm, sans claus- Beam 1FE" Max cabin hesdroom &8 drives—it's & great rer—
trophobin. Dval FI0°  Fusl capachty gl ] are  former, with excellent

But what really gends  plaplacement Watar capacity [gal.) 75 maneuverability at
the temperature rising (s, approx.) LT S—— eruising speed. (A hard
is the sexy drive system  Fresboard forwand 47w/ Catorpillar 32085) sase,000  turn, however, slows
that shoots out & race-  Preeboardaft 110" Designer Tempestdesignissm  her appreciably.) The T-

boat-like rooster tail.
Unlike raceboat high-
tech, however, the T-
Torque system is as
maintenance-free and
uger-friendly as a conventional in-
board shaft unit.

Torgue Tech

The T-Torque drive is & fixed sys-
tem, which means that the propshaft
cannot be steered port or starboard or
trimmed up or down, as on Arneson
drives. Instead, Tempest designed a
one-piece driveshaft from transmis-
sion to prop and angled the shafis
down at a relatively shallow 7 de-
grees. The boat is carefully balanced
g0 that itruns at roughly 3 tod degrees

BE

when up on plane, resulting in an effi-
cient 11-degree angle of attack at the
props. The shafts are positioned far
apart (367, compared to only 197 with
the Arnesons) for more maneuver-
ability at low speeds, and are 327 abaft
the tranaom.

The rudders are directly abaft each
prop, extending from either side of a
heavy-duty '/," stainless-steel "T"
fastened to the transom, The steering
cables pass through this “T" and the
rudders rotate 35 in either di-
rection, slightly more than those on

Torque system gave us
excellent low-speed ma-
neuverability, as well,
but required a heavy
doze of throttle to get up
on plane sinee the drives couldn't be
trimmasd in for the optimal planing an-
gle. The reversed chines help maintain
lift, so when she does plane at approxi-
mately 1900 rpm, you can still dial
back to 1600 (about 10 mph). Sinee the
42 i designed to run without tabs, use
them only to get on plane and then
bring them outof action.

For those accustomed to using gas-
oline power to get 40-plus-mph speeds,
the Tempest's 47-gph fuel consump-
tion and 255-mile range at Tull throtthe
are impressive, indeed. Figure that a
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ir of gas powerplants with the same
Enepnwer might push the boat a bit
faster, but fuel consumption would be
in the neighborhood of 70 gph. In fact,
in the diesel-powered tradition of this
boat's European cousing, the 42 is of-
fered oniy with diesels—standard
power is twin 412 Cats. Tempest also
offers twin Detrait Diesel §V-9%5 as=
an option (add approximately 240K to
the base priee).

That's & very conservalive ap-
proach. And the construction takes a
gimilar tack. According to Erdberg,
the company has deliberately chosen
not to use high-tech, lightweight axial
fabrics and complex resins, prefer-
ring instead to remain with tried-and-
true mat and woven roving through-
out the boat. Bottom and hullzides are
golid glass, while the upper decks are
reinforced with Klegeeell foam core
between layers of glass. The stringer

system is glass-encapaulated ply-
wodmd,

Reducing noise and vibration are
impuﬂnntt.n Tempest, but 50 is main-
taining performance. Often, to cut
noise levels, you have to install muf-
flers, rearrange exhaust systems, put
in heavy shielding, ete., all of which
can hamper performance, Tempest
has tried, with a good deal of success,
to reduce noise without compromising
efficiency by installing the exhaust
putlets on the underside of the swim
platform (which also covers the drive
shafis). Vibration is reduced by flex-
mounting the engines on the atring-
ers. The prop placement, well abaft
the boat, keeps the rooster tail from
hitting the swim platform and making
more Noise.

Our loudest sound-level reading
was 88 decibels, very quiet consider-
ing that Tempest doesn't install muf-

flers on Cat-powered boats, and does
so only relugtantly in DDC-equipped
models. A reading of BBdB-A on an un-
muffled boat is darn good.

Tempest Persona

While she performs well for her
genre, the 42alsois a formidable party
machine, The cockpit and aft deck are
huge and econtain such goodies as a
round cocktail table that recedes into
a compartment underneath a sunpad;
a wide bench-style helm seat suitable
for two, just forward of another large
sunpad for the hobbyist tanner
(there's space for four tanners, plus
another two on a foredeck sunpad);
and an open transom leading to the
swim platform. (There's a guard rail
to hold in the unwary.) An aluminum
frame on the curved-glass windscreen
in an carly model has been replaced
with more sturdy (and more weather-




f) stainless steel. The helm has
m ﬁangeu and controls in all the
right places.

Aceess to the engine room is either
through a hatch in the stern or
through another hateh under the sun-
pad just abaft the helm. You drop
down to an odd space (good for cover
stowage, ete.) and enter forward of
the engines through a hateh in the
bulkhead.

Entry belowdecks is via & compan-
jonway coverad by a sliding fiberglass
door. Three steps down to the salon
area. Galley to port, an L-shaped set-
tee with high-low table to starboard.
The electrical panel and stereo are on
the aft starboard bulkhead, while the
entrance toan athwartships berth un-
derneath the helm is to port. The gal-
ley contains a single sink with a Euro-
styled faucet, microwave, electric
stove, refrigerator/freezer and a lot

of good stowage space (everything is
standard).

The queen-size master berth is on
the centerline. It's a wide opening and
there are no privacy curtains, so be
discreet, Open stowage areas line
both sides (curtained, with a light in-
gide), and a square hatch provides
light from above.

Optional equipment is minimal.
Some of the big-ticket items include a
teak deck ($3,700); galtwater wash-
down system (5695), Skw diesel genset
(£12 450); TV and phone shore connec-
tion ($495); searchlight ($1,750) and a
eabin ice-maker (81,875).

50 what are we to bid for this beau-
ty? Base price with the Cats is
£359,000; with the 6V-92s it goes up to
£399, 000, Since the Tempest 42 i8 like
no other sport cruiser we've tested, 4
clear-cut price comparison is hard to
come by, mb&r sportboats, such as

the Sunseeker Martinique (367 and
the Sea Ray 370 Sun Sport, both with
gas power, go for considerably less—
batween $130K and 3170K. Larger
sportyach! models, such as the Tro-
jan 430 with twin 430-hp diesels, goes
for 3376K and the Baron 43 with twin
535-hp diesels goes for $4456K. So,
Tempest's price tag isn't at all unrea-
sonable, especially considering you
geta very seaworthy boat with [talian
atylin,%. enough room for a large party
a8 well as enough range and power to
get you where you want to go fast.
And with that rooster tail rising up
astern, the Tempest 42 will turn a lot
of heads. [tdefinitely turnedours. L

For more informalion, conlact:
Global Yachis and Performance
Boats Ltd., Dept. B, 3333 N.E. 158th
St No, Miann Beach, FL ISR 3057
SR8-1211,






